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Subjects: 782 selt-described native speakers of New York City Table 1: Summary of a model of by-speaker proportions of “different” responses
English (resident < age 5) ages 18-91, 475 Women, 1 genderqueer,

306 Men. Data gathered by undergraduate Sociolinguistics stu-

dents at Queens College in Spring of 2016.
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Figure 1: Proportion “different” responses by participant age Figure 3: Map of Queens responses by ethnicity and gender

Data from 263 participants were excluded including those who 4.Conclusion

failed the pause—paws test in (8). Ordinary least squares regression
models were fit with the proportion of “different” responses as the
dependent variable.

Four main findings

1. Change in apparent time. Younger speakers in the sample tend toward merged judgments more than their elders.

2. Same-sex parent L1 effect. Participants with a same-sex parent who is a native NYCE-speaker distavor the merger. An opposite-sex
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by NSE grant BUS-1630286, and the Univers)i/ty 3. Ethnicity:gender. “Newer ethnicities” favor merger. The effect is stronger for women, possibly due to greater inter-group contact among men.
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4. Pockets of mergers. 11 white subjects in Ridgewood, Queens show much less distinction (31%) than other white Queens subjects (83%).
Largely Polish, though Poles elsewhere do not show higher levels of merger (cf. Herold 1990, Newlin-Lukowicz 2015).

Humanities. COLLEGE



